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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-3, 5-11, 13-19 and 21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Applicant's Admitted Prior Art found in the US Patent Application Publication 
No. 2005/01 14568 A1 of the instant application no. 10/722,914 (hereinafter AAPA). in view of 
US Patent Application Publication No. US 2008/0180701 A1 to Nakagiri et al. (hereinafter 
Nakagiri). 

1 . With regards to claims 1 , 9 and 17, AAPA teaches a method for managing outputs to 
peripheral devices in medical systems devices, said method comprising: 

providing an instruction to control a peripheral [paragraphs 2-3]; 

creating a data object based on the instruction [paragraphs 2-3]; 

storing the data object in a first memory [the built in removable media used to transfer 
data - thus being non volatile - paragraph 3] if the peripheral device [paragraph 3] is not 
accessible (claims 1 and 17), not active (claim 9) [paragraph 3] and not available to accept the 
data object [paragraph 3]. 

AAPA teaches all of the above limitations but is silent as to storing the data object in a 
second memory to be output to the peripheral device [which is well known in the art], wherein 
the second memory is not a component of the peripheral device [also well known in the art]; and 
wherein the first memory stores the data object for a longer term than a second memory. 
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However, Nakagiri teaches storing a data object [paragraph 65 - print process] in a 
second memory [fig 1 RAM memory element 102 - paragraph 65] to be output to a peripheral 
device [printer peripheral element 1500 - paragraph 65], wherein the second memory is not a 
component of the peripheral device [as shown in figures 1-3, RAM element 102 is included in 
the host computer element 3000 which is separate from peripheral element 1500] for the benefit 
of loading the data to be printed to volatile-memory for its printing processing/execution to take 
place [Nakagiri paragraph 65]. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention 
to combine the teachings of AAPA and Nakagiri to store a data object [Nakagiri paragraph 65 - 
print process] in a second memory [Nakagiri fig 1 RAM memory element 102 - paragraph 65] to 
be output to a peripheral device [Nakagiri figs 1-3 printer peripheral element 1500 - paragraph 
65], wherein the second memory is not a component of the peripheral device [Nakagiri as 
shown in figures 1-3, RAM element 102 is included in the host computer element 3000 which is 
separate from peripheral element 1500] for the benefit of loading the data to be printed to 
volatile-memory for its printing processing/execution to take place [Nakagiri paragraph 65]. 

The combination of AAPA and Nakagiri therefore teach wherein a first memory [the built 
in removable media used to transfer data - thus being non volatile - paragraph 3] stores the 
data object for a longer term than a second memory [Nakagiri fig 1 RAM memory element 102 - 
paragraph 65]. 

2. With regards to claims 2, 10 and 18, the combination of AAPA and Nakagiri teaches a 
method in accordance with claim 1 further comprising: 

determining whether the peripheral device is available to accept the data object [AAPA 
paragraph 3]. 
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AAPA teaches all of the above limitations but is silent as to transferring the data object 
from the second memory to the first memory upon determining that the peripheral device is not 
available [note - this limitation contradicts the limitation found in claim 1 which transfers the data 
to the first memory upon the determination that the peripheral is not available]. However, it is 
well known in the art to transfer data from volatile memory (ram) to non-volatile memory (a hard 
disk) if a peripheral is or isn't available (such as a printer) for the benefit of save the data for 
later use. 

It would have been obvious to combine the teachings of AAPA with those that are well 
known in the art to transfer the data object from the second memory to the first memory upon 
determining that the peripheral device is not available for the benefit of save the data for later 
use. 

3. With regards to claims 3, 1 1 and 19, AAPA teaches enabling a user to access the data 
object from the first memory [paragraphs 2-3]. 

4. With regards to claims 5 and 13, AAPA teaches a method in accordance with claim 1 
wherein said providing the instruction to provide the output comprises one of [<-Please Note the 
Alternative Language]: 

instructing to print [paragraph 2]; text, report, images, 
instructing to record to a video cassette recorder; 
instructing to electronically mail a copy of images to a remote location; 
instructing to create a copy of the images on one of a floppy disk, a magneto-optical 
disk, a CD, a DVD, a flash memory card, and a digital versatile disc [paragraph 3]; and 
instructing to create a copy of a patient's information on the digital versatile disc. 
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5. With regards to claims 6 and 14, AAPA teaches a method in accordance with claim 1 
wherein said creating the data object based on the instructions comprises one of [<-Please 
Note the Alternative Language]: 

creating a first data object that instructs to print [paragraphs 2-3]; 
creating a second data object that instructs to record to a video cassette recorder; 
creating a third data object that instructs to electronically mail a copy of images to a 
remote location; 

creating a fourth data object that instructs to create a copy of images on one of a floppy 
disk, a magneto-optical disk, and a digital versatile disc [paragraph 3]; and 

creating a fifth data object that instructs to create a copy of a patient's information on the 
digital versatile disc. 

6. With regards to claims 7 and 15, AAPA teaches a method in accordance with claim 1 
wherein said storing the data object in the first memory if the peripheral device that provides the 
output is not available to accept the data object comprises: 

storing the data object in the first memory if the peripheral device that provides the 
output is at least one of [note alternative language] deenergized and unoperational [paragraphs 
2-3]. 

7. With regards to claims 8 and 1 6, AAPA teaches a method in accordance with claim 1 
wherein a processor is configured to create the data object based on the instructions and 
wherein said storing the data object in the first memory if the peripheral device that provides the 
output is not available to accept the data object comprises: storing the data object in the first 
memory if the peripheral device that provides the output is operationally de-coupled from the 
processor [paragraphs 2-3]. 

8. With further regards to claim 9, AAPA teaches an imaging system comprising: 
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a source configured to transmit medical imaging signals [paragraphs 2-3 - ultrasound 
imaging system]; and 

a processor operationally coupled to said source [paragraphs 2-3 disclose the 
ultrasound imaging system performs processes that can only be performed by the use of a 
processor], said processor configured to do the steps as claim 1 above and thus rejected under 
the same rationale. 

9. With further regards to claim 11, AAPA teaches an imaging system in accordance with 
claim 9 wherein said processor is configured to perform one of: 

automatically obtain the data object from said first memory [paragraphs 2-3]. 

10. With regards to claim claim 21 , AAPA teaches the imaging system in accordance with 
claim 9, wherein said source is a component of at least one of [note alternative language] an 
ultrasound imaging system [paragraphs 2-3], an electron-beam tomography (EBT) imaging 
system, a magnetic resonance imaging (MRI) system, a single photon emission computed 
tomography (SPECT) imaging system, a computed tomography (CT) imaging system, and a 
positron emission tomography (PET) imaging system. 

Claims 4, 12 and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Applicant's Admitted Prior Art found in the US Patent Application Publication No. 2005/0114568 
A1 of the instant application no. 10/722,914 (hereinafter AAPA). in view of US Patent 
Application Publication No. US 2002/0063880 A1 to Raney. 

1 1 . With regards to claims 4, 12 and 20, AAPA is silent as to a method in accordance with 
claim 1 further comprising: acknowledging that the data object is received by the peripheral 
device if the data object is received by the peripheral device, however, teaches acknowledging 
that a data object is received by a peripheral device if the data object is received by the 
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peripheral device for the benefit of providing important information to a user for the purpose of 
enabling the user to rectify and avoid problems [paragraphs 25, 6]. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention 
to combine the teachings of AAPA and Raney to acknowledge that the data object is received 
by the peripheral device if the data object is received by the peripheral device for the benefit of 
providing important information to a user for the purpose of enabling the user to rectify and 
avoid problems. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-21 have been considered but are moot in 
view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). Applicant 
is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to DAVID E. MARTINEZ whose telephone number is (571)272-4152. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 8:30-5:00 M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Alford Kindred can be reached on 571-272-4037. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private 
PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you 
would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the 
automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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/Alford W. Kindred/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2181 



